2011 EQIP PROGRAM DESCRIPTION (DRAFT)
Environmental Quality Incentive Program

State of California – County Program Description

Santa Cruz County, California

Administering Office/Contact:
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service






Local Partnership Office






820 Bay Avenue, Suite 128






Capitola, CA  95010



(831) 475-1967 or (831) 475-5189

Introduction

Santa Cruz County is located on the Central Coast of California bordering the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. The county covers approximately 285,700 acres and is within the boundaries of the Santa Cruz County Resource Conservation District. Major land uses include: irrigated row crops, apple orchards, and a variety of specialty crops such as strawberries, raspberries, and plant nurseries.  There is over 30,000 acres of important range and pasture lands within the county and more than 25% of the land mass is covered in mixed hardwood and conifer forests. Priority natural resource concerns that were identified by the Local Work Group include: fire/fuel management; irrigation efficiency/water conservation; water quantity/quality protection; soil erosion and declining habitats.

EQIP Program

Program Description: 
Authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program designed to promote agricultural production, forest management, and environmental quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial and technical assistance to eligible farmers and ranchers to address soil, water, and air quality, wildlife habitat, surface and groundwater conservation, energy conservation, and related natural resource concerns. The program requires the development of lists showing practices eligible for payment, allowed payment rates, criteria used to rank applications, and a description of the program and the application process. Farmers and ranchers in nearly all counties in California are eligible for EQIP benefits. 

The California ‘Regular EQIP’ is a locally administered program. Using funds allocated to the county level, District Conservationists (DC) in consultation with Local Work Groups (LWG) and stakeholders identify and prioritize resource concerns they intend to address. Within parameters of the national and state EQIP program rules, District Conservationists develop local ranking criteria that along with state and national factors are utilized for ranking applications. Applications that provide the greatest environmental benefit will be ranked highest and awarded funding through a local evaluation process. Applications that are unable to be funded through this fiscal year's program will be deferred. To facilitate ranking, application periods have been established to allow determination of eligible contracts. 

Richard Casale, Designated Conservationist for Santa Cruz County, has used the recommendations from the Local Work Group and Local Stewardship Committee to focus the FY 2011 EQIP program on the Local resource concerns identified by these groups.  The Designated Conservationist has decided to maintain the entire amount of the EQIP County allocation in one primary account that will be available to all program applicants in Santa Cruz County.  All applications will be screened using State and Local criteria to determine priority. High and medium priority applications will be ranked using the State and Local ranking criteria developed by NRCS and the Local Work Group. Ranking criteria will use factors that address: Local resource concerns; State and National conservation priorities; and that provide the most environmental benefit. A copy of the ranking criteria, practices approved for cost share are available for viewing at this web site. Other program details are available from the Capitola Local Partnership Office at the address and telephone number listed above.

Where to Apply: 

Contact the Capitola Local Partnership Office at the address and telephone number listed above for EQIP program application information and application assistance for lands within Santa Cruz County. To be eligible for EQIP during this funding cycle, the applicant must have applied for conservation planning assistance by November 13, 2010. Applicants must also submit a complete EQIP application by this date to be considered for ranking. See below for items required for a complete application. Applicants who do not meet the November 13, 2010 deadline may still submit an EQIP program application, but ranking will be deferred until the next funding cycle. EQIP applications will be accepted on a continuous basis.

Complete Application Must Include: 
Form NRCS-CPA-1200 Application and CPA-1202 Appendix: Signed and dated by all program participants or authorized persons. Depending upon the applicant and existing records, these additional forms and documentation may need to be completed: 

Form FSA-211 or NRCS-CPA-09: Power of Attorney – if applicable (Entity applicants must submit this form). 

Form AD-1026: Highly Erodible Land Conservation - Wetland Conservation Certification. 

Form CCC-901: Entity Member Information, if applicable. 

Form CCC-926: Payment Eligibility Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification. 

Form SF-1199A: Direct Deposit Sign-Up Form. 

Form CA-LTP-5: Producer Certification of Irrigation History, if applicable. 

Land ownership or control: The applicant may be required to provide evidence of control of land through ownership documents (deeds, etc) or lease information (rental agreements, permits, lease, etc) for the length of the contract. 

Signature authority: Self-certification of signature authority as indicated on Form CCC-901 or documents such as articles of incorporation, charter, bylaws, partnership agreements, trust agreements, wills and similar legal evidence. 

Proof of Identity: Authorized persons may be required to show valid state driver’s license, passport or other personal identification as well as Social Security or EIN numbers, address and other information. 

DUNS Number: All entities/ organizations are required to obtain a DUNS number when submitting a conservation program application greater than $25,000. 

Note: Confidential and private information: Many of the program application forms or documentation requires the applicant to provide sensitive, contact, financial or other confidential information. Disclosure of this data is voluntary, but failure to provide the required information in a timely manner may result in the deferral of an application or denial of a benefit payment. By law and policy, confidential, private and sensitive information is protected by USDA and employees and agency partners are subject to penalty and disciplinary action for inappropriate or mismanagement of private data.
